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The Gazette’s Oct. 19 editorial (“Perez
should follow the law”) was far off the mark,
but I will plead guilty to a few things.

[ am trying to save taxpayers a buck or
two. | am trying to ensure that folks with
high ﬁnﬁn:%mon maintenance drug costs get
some relief. | am 54:@_8 push the envelope
on an issue where the big pharmaceutical
companies and the politicians they own on
Capitol Hill have mm.wdn& any effective feder-
" al action on affordable drugs.

The Gazette says reimporting prescription
drugs from Canada is not legal. I disagree —
and so do the state attomey general cmﬂm:-
nesota and a lot of other lawyers smarter
than me, legal opinions The Gazette failed to
note. Many states and local jurisdictions have
moved ahead with reimportation programs.
None of tl em have been taken to court. No
state attoruey general or school board mem-
ber has been tapped on the shoulder, much
less jailed, by the federal Food and Drug Ad-
ministration. No liability risks such as those
aﬂMw referred to by The Gazette have sur-
faced.

In fact when we had FDA Commissioner

Sﬂ_wmﬁ.—mcgmamﬁgnnoﬁﬁm—wuﬁnﬁmoqm
forum on this issue, he was asked Sw“w the
FDA hadn't gone after local governments im-
plementing dian &E%Hﬂnom.ﬂnﬁ "We
are.trying fo do the right thing and you are

ing to do the right things,” said Hubbard.
“The good guys shouldn’t be fighting with
the good guys here. It may come down some
day to a judge having to referee this battle.
We don’t want to go after you.”

Let's parse that response. If Canadian
drug programs are, as The Gazette says, ille-
gal and mcqm:mm_ﬂw unsafe, why are we good

guys? Shouldn't the FDA come down on
trans rs? They don’t. Why? Because
they know their objections are baloney.

And there ought to be an example — just
one, somewhere — of folks harmed by un-
safe drugs imported from Canada through
one of the programs in operation or from the
estimated 5 million individuals who have
bought medications there on their own.

one. In fact, Canada’s system of quality
control is, if anything, superior to our own.
And there is a far greater health risk to Amer-
icans from not taking medication they need

because of exorbitant cost than any supposed
Canadian problem. 4 i

We know that it’s “politics” that is getting
in the way of importing safe, Emw.aﬁmmﬂ
drugs from Canada, not science. It's the 769
wawm—.mﬁ_ drug company lobbyists on Capi-

Hill that are thwarting efforts by Republi-
can and Democratic legislators alike to move
reimportation forward.

e Gazette’s remonstrations that we
should get Congress to change the law are
nice, but the special interests have worked
with their allies to block the way.

Now, we can just accept that as a given.
We can hide behind a single interpretation of
the Jaw that not even mﬁﬁ@».mmﬁsm to be-
lieve. Or we can join those states and locali-
ties that are working around the federal log-
jam to save taxpayers and offer the option —
the choice, mind you — to employees and re-
tirees to get cheaper, high-quality prescrip-
tion maintenance drugs from Canada.

The people are way ahead of the politi-
cians — not to mention The Gazette — on
this issue. In a survey done by county gov-
ernment, 72 percent of employees said they’d
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like to see a Canadian drug option. Why not
m?%%@ that n_..ownm.gm..m

s not forget the question of savin:
The Gazette occasionally ruminates on the Qw
of benefits to our teachers anc cops and fire-
fighters. By purchasing Canadian drugs, we can
save millions — maybe lots of millions, maybe
only a couple, depending on participation
employees. In fact, we've m_amn%.\ saved millions

by ..wmrmaﬁ.cm_.ﬁ_f our regular
prescription drug supplier, who knows we are
moving toward a Canadian option. I don't think
we ought to leave millions of dollars more in
savings on the table.

I respect the law. If a court tells us to stop
saving taxpayers, employees and retirees
m as a result of a civil suit filed by the
FDA, Tl respect that court But I've never been
content to sit on my hands in my whole life, and
_.Bgmﬁmgrﬁmﬁomﬁn:oﬁwm&i?gw
view, that ch@mumnmgv& for state
mggmg&,éw;woem# 3

Thomas E. Perez; Takoma Park

The writer represents District 5 on the County
Council, where he also serves as council president.



